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City HaIl
10300 Torre Avenue

Cupertino, CA 95014-3255
T~rcl"hnn~. (4()R) 777-3223

FAX: (408) 777-3366

CITY OF

CUPE~INO
OFFICE OF TH~ CIT\' CI.ERK

Septcmber 3, 2002

Chairman Gctman
and Commissioners Do\.vney, Knox and Sw~son

Fair Political Practices Commission
428 ,T Street, Stc. 620
Sacramcnto, CA c)5g1/~

Re Septem bp.r ~: ?()()2 C'.C\mmi~sion Meeting
Agenda Itcm #15

Dear Chaim1an Getman and Commissioners Do~'11ey, Knox and Swanson

I understand U1at all State agencies have been asked to submit proposals to cut expenditures by
20% 1n fiscal year 2003-04. I

I am curTently the City Clerk in Cupeliino and have held this position for Tline years. I also served
il~ Deputy Clcrk and AS3i3tllnt C;ty Clerk in Oxnard for approximately eight years, and my
respollsibilities included serving filing officer for canlpaign statements and Statements of
Economic !J1terest. The culs that you m<lY bp r.nn.~;rlering to somc of the FPPC programs will
have a negative impact on City Clerks in all col11n1unities.

Hotline

Of particular concerI1. to me is the possibility that tile Hotlme may bc curtailed. I rely hea'vily on

thc cxpertise and speedy responses provided in this fprmat all ycar long~ but particularly during
the months prior to council elections, when council candiuall;;~ 'dJJd mysclf nccd accuratc answcrs
ur:gen1Jy. I have llSed the IIotJine pcrsonally on doz~ns of occasions, and cannot speal< highly
I:[llluglt of thc cxcellent scr\o'icc I received. I also \'efer filcrs (cOlI'\didatc:.s or np:.~ien3ted
e1J1ployces) to the number [or advice, and I know they apprcciate it as much as J do,

Ou1.reach Program

In 2001, 1 was i~rtunate enough to be one of the cities to participate in the Filing Officer
Outreach Program. I found that, in spite of years of experience handling the FPPC documents, I
was still doing a few things incorrectly. I was also vef)' grateful for t11e focused, professional
training providcd to my brand-new Deputy Clerk and Office Assistant, who had ncver worked in
a Clerk's office before. This program is invaluable and ~huulu UI: lJliLde availablc to anyonc who

scrves in a filing officer rolc.
r
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Filin Officer Trainin Pro ams and On-Site Seminar

I have attendcd a number of these myself, and have h~sted one for my council candidates. The
seminar and tl1~ infnrmatinn provided \\o°as invaluable !to everyone who attended. Based on that
positive experiencc, I now strongly encouragc my Calldidatcs and treasurers to attend tl1ese
seminars. In fact, I tell them that I thi.nk the seminar sbould bc a requirement before nomination

papers can be taken out!
I I

I hopc that you ",rill take my comments into consider<ttion and look for areas where cuts can be
madc tl1at will not impact the services that you curre.tly provide to City Clerks, as wcll as our
filers. The sen'ices now provided by Lilt: FPPC ar~ e~cmplal:Y and you and your staff arc to be
commended for the improvements t11at they have m~de over the last few years. In order to
prc:~(:rve the intcgrity of the Politic~l Reform Act it is i~pcrative that thesE:' scrvices rem.1;n intact

as they are functioning today. I I

Thal1k you for your consideration.

Sincercly,

Kimberly Smitii: CMC
City Clcrk


